
Here's to 2023! 

436 Grant Street 
Buffalo, NY 14213 

Vision: 
WEDI’s vision is that 
all residents of 
Western New York 
can succeed and 
thrive in a culturally 
inclusive community. 

Mission: 
WEDI strengthens 
communities 
through a continuum 
of educational and 
financial resources, 
removing systemic 
barriers to economic 
equity for all Western 
New Yorkers. 
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It's been an intense year for WEDI. 
Since last November, the Bazaar has 
suffered a break-in but recovered with 
love and donations pouring in from all 
over the country. We went on to have 
our most successful Winterfest ever, 
in April. Then, to celebrate our business 
owners and our community, we had 
our first ever Bazaar Bash block party 
in July. 

All along, we raised $10.1 million for 
our $11.5 million capital campaign and 
had a groundbreaking at 1432 Niagara 
Street in August. We had not one but 
two Page 1 stories in The Buffala News 
about how vital the new Bazaar is to 
our city and region. 

On September 20, everything ground 
to a temporary halt when a fire 
devastated the Bazaar at 25 Grant 
Street, burning out 11 incubating 
restaurants and shops. 

We've spent the fall combing the region 
for places to graduate the Bazaar 
businesses to or to use as a temporary 
Bazaar. As of December 1 we have a 
lease at the former Expo Market at 
617 Main Street where you will find 
favorites from the Bazaar and new 
businesses getting their chance to 
incubate with us from our long waitlist. 

All the while, we've been running our 
education programming for 55 English 
language learners in grades 1-12, and 
continuing to support dozens of 
microloan clients to establish and 
sustain businesses in the region - 
businesses from the unique and 
delicious Extra Extra pizza co-op in 5 
Points to a trucking company in 
Lancaster to an African clothier in 
Buffalo to a family nurse practitioner in 
Orchard Park and Days Park Tavern on 
Allen Street. 

The beauty in this tumultuous year is in 
the new connections and partnerships 
we've been offered and in the 
redoubled support offered by our old 
friends and sponsors. I am grateful for 
all the institutional and individual 
sponsors of our events, our capital 
campaign and our educational and 
economic development programs. 

Have a safe and happy New Year. 
Thank you for all you do and have 
done for WEDI to help our region 
thrive. 

Carolynn Welch 
Executive Director 
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Economic Development 
Our Clients 
• Nearly 80% are racial/ethnic 

minority-owned businesses 
• 50% are women-owned

businesses 
• More than 50% are businesses

owned by people who entered 
U.S as refugee/asylee 

• More than 85% are 
low-income

Microlending 
WEDI is a Certified Community 
Development Financial Institution 
(CDFI) and a Microloan 
Intermediary for the Small Business 
Administration (SBA). WEDI has 
disbursed more than $1.SM since 
becoming a CDFI in 2016. 



Contact Education Director Courtney Yonce-Swain cyonce@wedibuffalo.org

Contact Community Engagement Coordinator Cristen Gregory cgregory@wedibuffalo.org

Contact External Relations Director Erin Kelly ekelly@wedibuffalo.org 
or Development Coordinator Elizabeth Lovria elovria@wedibuffalo.org
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FALL ‘22 
$10.1M

SPRING ‘22 
$6.75M

FALL ‘21 
$4.25M

SPRING ‘21 
$1.25M

$11.5 
MILLION

GOAL

Building Community,
Opportunity &The New

First time since 2020! 
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